Dismantlement
The nuclear weapons and fissile materials that will become excess as a result of arms reductions are only a part of the world stocks of these items (see Chapter 1). Thus the measures taken to address the urgent problem of managing excess nuclear weapons and fissile materials—from dismantlement of weapons through storage and long-term disposition of the resulting fissile materials—must be seen not only as ends in themselves, but also as steps toward an overall regime designed to achieve higher standards of security and transparency for the total stocks of weapons and fissile materials in the United States and the former Soviet Union—and, ultimately, worldwide. The committee envisions a reciprocal regime, built in stages, that would include:
1.  reciprocal declarations  of total  stocks  of nuclear  weapons  and fissile materials;
2.  cooperative measures to confirm and clarify those declarations;
3.  agreed, monitored subtractions from the stocks available for military use, including:
•   monitored warhead dismantlement,
•   commitments never again to use agreed quantities of fissile materials for weapons purposes,
•   safeguarded storage and long-term disposition of excess fissile material stocks, and
87ion approach is unlikely. Gaining public acceptance will require attention to ES&H protection, as described above, and encouraging a decision-making process with genuine public participation, both local and national.
